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Class 4 
 

Writing Test 

 

The Writing component in the IELTS exam assesses your ability to express 

ideas in written English, both coherently and accurately. It consists of two tasks: 

Task 1 and Task 2. The Writing section is an essential part of the IELTS test, 

and it is included in both the Academic and General Training versions.  

 

Here's an explanation of the Writing section in IELTS: 

 

Task 1 (Academic) - Describe Visual Information: 

In the Academic version of IELTS, Task 1 requires test takers to describe visual 

information, such as charts, graphs, tables, diagrams, or maps. 

You are expected to summarize the key information, identify trends, and make 

comparisons based on the visual data provided. 

 

Task 1 (General Training) - Letter Writing: 

In the General Training version, Task 1 involves writing a letter. You may be 

asked to write a formal letter, semi-formal letter, or an informal letter, depending 

on the context provided in the prompt. 

The letter could be to a friend, relative, employer, or a local authority, and it may 

require you to request or provide information, express gratitude, or make a 

complaint. 

 

Task 2 (Both Academic and General Training) - Essay Writing: 

Task 2 is a mandatory essay-writing task in both the Academic and General 

Training versions of the IELTS test. 
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You are presented with a topic or issue and are required to write an essay 

expressing your perspective, providing arguments, examples, and supporting 

evidence. 

 

In the Academic version, Task 2 focuses on more academic or analytical topics, 

while the General Training version may present topics related to everyday life. 

Scoring Criteria: 

 

Both tasks in the Writing section are assessed by certified IELTS examiners. 

They evaluate your responses based on specific criteria: 

 

Task Achievement: This assesses how well you address the task, whether you 

provide a clear answer, and if you develop your ideas appropriately. 

 

Coherence and Cohesion: This looks at how well you organize your writing, 

maintain a logical flow of ideas, and use linking words and cohesive devices. 

 

Lexical Resource (Vocabulary): Examiners assess the range and 

appropriateness of your vocabulary. 

 

Grammatical Range and Accuracy: Your use of sentence structure, grammar, 

and language accuracy is evaluated. 

 

Timing: 

 

For Task 1, you have 20 minutes. 

For Task 2, you have 40 minutes. 

 

Here are a few example IELTS Writing questions for Task 2, which is the 

essay-writing task: 
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Academic IELTS Task 2: 

 

● Some people believe that technological advancements have made our 

lives more convenient, while others argue that they have caused more 

harm than good. Discuss both perspectives and give your opinion. 

 

● In many countries, the government is responsible for providing healthcare 

services. In other countries, individuals are expected to take care of their 

healthcare needs. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of both 

approaches and provide your opinion. 

 

● Academic institutions should encourage students to specialize in a 

particular subject from a young age, while others believe they should 

receive a broader education. Discuss both views and provide your 

opinion. 

 

● Some people think that success in life comes from hard work and 

determination, while others believe that it is a result of talent and natural 

ability. Discuss both perspectives and provide examples. 

 

General Training IELTS Task 2: 

 

● In some countries, there is a growing trend of leaving rural areas and 

moving to the cities. Discuss the reasons for this trend and its potential 

impact on rural and urban communities. 

 

● Many people believe that schools should teach practical skills like 

cooking and budgeting, in addition to academic subjects. Discuss the 

advantages and disadvantages of this approach and provide your 

opinion. 
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● Some individuals think that the government should regulate the quantity 

and types of foods available in supermarkets to promote healthier eating 

habits. Discuss the pros and cons of this idea and provide your opinion. 

 

● Some people argue that it's essential to maintain traditional values and 

customs, while others believe that societies should adapt to changing 

times. Discuss both perspectives and provide examples. 

 

These are just a few examples of IELTS Writing Task 2 questions. When 

responding to these prompts, it's crucial to follow a clear essay structure, 

develop your arguments, provide relevant examples, and maintain proper 

grammar and vocabulary usage. Practicing with a variety of topics and 

understanding different essay types will help you prepare effectively for the 

IELTS Writing section. 


