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Pearson Test of English (PTE) 

 
 

PTE stands for Pearson Test of English. It is a computer-based English language 

proficiency test designed for individuals whose first language is not English and who 

need to demonstrate their language skills for academic, professional, or immigration 

purposes. The test is developed and administered by Pearson, a leading education 

company. 

Here are some key features of the PTE: 

 Test Sections: 

● Speaking and Writing: Assesses the ability to speak and write in English 

through tasks like reading aloud, repeating sentences, describing images, 

and essay writing. 

● Reading: Evaluates reading comprehension through various tasks such as 

multiple-choice questions, reordering paragraphs, and filling in the blanks. 

● Listening: Measures the ability to understand spoken English through tasks 

like summarise spoken text, multiple-choice questions, and fill in the blanks. 

 Scoring: 

● The scoring in PTE is done on a scale from 10 to 90, with 10-point 

increments. 

● Each of the four skills (Speaking, Writing, Reading, Listening) is scored 

separately, and the overall score is the sum of these section scores. 

 Computer-Based Test: 

● PTE is entirely computer-based, and all interactions with the test are done 

on a computer. 

● The speaking section involves speaking into a microphone, and responses 

are recorded and evaluated by artificial intelligence. 
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 Quick Results: 

● PTE provides results typically within 4-5  days, making it a faster option 

compared to some other language proficiency tests. 

  

 Accepted Globally: 

● Recognized by a wide range of institutions, universities, and governments 

globally for academic admissions, professional certifications, and 

immigration purposes. 

  

 Flexible Test Dates: 

● PTE is offered throughout the year, and test-takers can choose from various 

available test dates. 

  

 Fair and Unbiased: 

● PTE is designed to be fair and unbiased, with automated scoring ensuring 

consistency in evaluation. 

  

 Secure Test Environment: 

● PTE test centers maintain a secure and monitored environment to ensure 

the integrity of the test. 

The Pearson Test of English (PTE) differs from other English language proficiency 

tests in several aspects, including test format, scoring, delivery method, and speed of 

result delivery. Here are some key differences between PTE and other popular English 

language tests like IELTS and TOEFL: 

 Test Format: 

● PTE: PTE is a fully computer-based test. It includes a variety of tasks, such 

as reading aloud, essay writing, listening to spoken content, and responding 

orally. 

● IELTS: IELTS includes both paper-based and computer-based versions. It 

consists of four sections: Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking. 
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● TOEFL: TOEFL is primarily a computer-based test that evaluates reading, 

listening, speaking, and writing skills. There is also a paper-based version 

available in some regions. 

  

 Scoring System: 

● PTE: PTE uses a scoring scale from 10 to 90, with 10-point increments for 

each skill (Speaking, Writing, Reading, Listening). The overall score is the 

sum of these section scores. 

● IELTS: IELTS uses a 9-band scoring system for each section, and the overall 

score is an average of the four section scores. 

● TOEFL: TOEFL uses a scoring system of 0 to 30 for each section, with a total 

score of 0 to 120. 

  

 Speaking Evaluation: 

● PTE: The speaking section in PTE is entirely computer-based, and 

responses are recorded and assessed by artificial intelligence. 

● IELTS: In IELTS, the speaking test is a face-to-face interview with a human 

examiner. 

● TOEFL: TOEFL's speaking section involves responding to recorded prompts, 

and responses are evaluated by human raters. 

  

 Speed of Result Delivery: 

● PTE: PTE typically provides results within 2-3 days after the test. 

● IELTS: IELTS result delivery varies but is generally available within 13 days. 

● TOEFL: TOEFL results are usually available within 6-10 days. 

 Availability of Test Dates: 

● PTE: PTE offers test dates throughout the year, providing flexibility for test-

takers to choose a convenient time. 

● IELTS: IELTS test dates are available frequently, but the availability can vary 

by location. 

● TOEFL: TOEFL is offered more than 50 times per year at authorized test 

centers. 

R

R

in
fo

@
b

a
fe

l.
c

o
.i

n
  

  
+

9
1

-9
2

1
2

7
7

9
9

9
2

in
fo

@
b

a
fe

l.
c
o

.i
n

  
  
+

9
1
-9

2
1
2
7

7
9

9
9

2

No Copyright Claim

info@bafel.c
o.in

   +
91-9212779992



4 
 

  

 Recognition: 

● The PTE Academic is recognized by thousands of universities worldwide, 

with the most popular being the UK, Australia, the US and Canada. You 

should contact the universities to which you intend to apply, to find out if 

they accept the PTE Academic qualification, and what grade they require. 

The PTE Academic is also now accepted for visa purposes by the Australian 

government. 
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