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Pearson Test of English (PTE) 

 

 Listening Section  

The listening section of the Pearson Test of English (PTE) assesses your ability to 

understand spoken English in academic and everyday contexts. The listening test 

consists of several tasks that evaluate various aspects of your listening skills. Here is 

an overview of the PTE Listening section: 

PTE Listening Section Overview: 

 Format: 

● The listening section is part of the larger PTE Academic test, and it is 

delivered in a computer-based format. 

 Number of Items: 

● The listening section typically consists of 8 to 10 tasks, which vary in 

format. 

 Duration: 

● The total duration of the listening section is around 45 to 57 minutes, 

depending on the number of tasks. 

 Task Types: 

● The listening tasks cover a range of question types to assess different 

listening skills. 

Types of Listening Tasks: 

 Summarize Spoken Text: 

● You listen to a recording and summarize the spoken text in a written 

response. This task assesses your ability to understand and convey the 

main ideas. 

  

 Multiple Choice, Choose Multiple Answers: 
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● You listen to a recording and choose multiple correct answers from the 

options provided. This task assesses your ability to identify specific 

information and details. 

 Fill in the Blanks: 

● You listen to a recording with gaps in the text, and you need to type the 

missing words. This task evaluates your ability to understand context and 

complete information. 

  

 Highlight Correct Summary: 

● You listen to a recording and select the correct summary from the options 

provided. This task assesses your ability to identify the main idea and key 

points. 

  

 Multiple Choice, Choose Single Answer: 

● You listen to a recording and choose the best answer from the options 

provided. This task evaluates your ability to comprehend main ideas and 

details. 

  

 Select Missing Word: 

● You listen to a recording with a missing word, and you select the correct 

word from a list. This task assesses your ability to understand spoken 

language in context. 

  

 Highlight Incorrect Words: 

● You listen to a recording and identify words in the text that are different from 

what was said. This task assesses your attention to detail and ability to 

catch discrepancies. 

 Write from Dictation: 

● You listen to a sentence and type what you hear. This task assesses your 

ability to understand spoken English and accurately transcribe it. 

R

R

in
fo

@
b

a
fe

l.
c

o
.i

n
  

  
+

9
1

-9
2

1
2

7
7

9
9

9
2

in
fo

@
b

a
fe

l.
c
o

.i
n

  
  
+

9
1
-9

2
1
2
7

7
9

9
9

2

No Copyright Claim

info@bafel.c
o.in

   +
91-9212779992



 
 

3 
 

 

Tips for Success: 

 Practice Active Listening: 

● Focus on understanding the main ideas and key details while listening. 

  

 Note-Taking: 

● Use the erasable noteboard provided to jot down key points and information 

during the listening tasks. 

  

 Manage Your Time: 

● Be mindful of the time allotted for each task. Practice time management to 

complete all tasks within the given time frame. 

  

 Understand Different Accents: 

● PTE may include recordings with a variety of accents, so practice listening 

to different English accents before the test. 

  

 Review and Edit: 

● Take a moment to review and edit your responses if time permits, especially 

for tasks like "Summarise Spoken Text" and "Write from Dictation." 

The PTE listening section is designed to measure your ability to comprehend spoken 

English in different contexts, making it essential to practise various listening tasks and 

familiarise yourself with the test format. 
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